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sleigh ride (1952)



Bing Crosby Biography:
One of America’s most endearing entertainters, Bing Crosby was one of the first people to attain massive crossover success as a popular figure, having 
equally successful careers in music and film. Born in Tacoma, Washington in 1903, Crosby became the first vocalist to achieve star billing with a big 
band after joining the Paul Whiteman Orchestra in 1926. More success came as the featured star of The Rhythm Boys after leaving Whiteman.

The 1930s continued to see not only a continued string of musical successes, but also Crosby’s break into film. Starring in several short comedies during 
this time, often pairing up with comedian Bob Hope. His career as an actor reached its peak in 1944, when he won the Academy Award for Best Actor 
for his performance in Going My Way.

Crosby would branch out in several different directions in the 1950s. He became a regular sight on television, as well as becoming actively involved in 
the world of sports, owning several thoroughbred race horses as well as being partial owner of the Pittsburgh Pirates baseball team. He passed away 
in 1977.

Walter Sheets Biography:
Walter Sheets was born on August 7, 1911 in London, Ohio. He is known for his work with Bing Crosby and particularly as an arranger who would be 
called in to assist other arrangers; Billy May called on him to arrange for Ella Fitzgerald on the Harold Arlen Songbook album. But he is best known 
as an arranger/orchestrator for the Walt Disney Studios from ca. 1959 - 1980. Among his Disney credits are The Sword in the Stone, The Jungle Book 
(The Bare Necessities and I Wanna Be Like You), The Aristocats, Summer Magic, The Love Bug, and many others. He also contributed orchestrations to 
Disney attractions at the 1964 World’s Fair (Great Moments with Mr. Lincoln) and for the Disney theme parks around the world.

The Music:
Over the years, Bing Crosby’s silky smooth baritone has become an integral part of the sounds of the Christmas season. It goes without question, then, 
that his interpretation of Leroy Anderson’s Sleigh Ride (music arranged by Walter Sheets and vocal group arranged by Jud Conlon) is one of the defini-
tive versions of the modern holiday classic.

To the Conductor:
A delightful, but surprisingly ambitious introduction sets the stage for Crosby’s entrance at measure 9. The brass stay in tight cup mutes throughout to fit 
the performance’s natural warmth, as well as to serve as a contrast to the brightly staccato attacks of the high woodwinds. Rather than over-articulating 
accents, your wind players should approach them more as points of gentle emphasis. Conlon’s choral writing does a wonderful job of providing both 
full-bodied support for Crosby’s lead and playfully supportive responses; your vocal group should think of themselves as co-equals, rather than purely 
accompaniment.

At measure 57, Crosby steps back for a minute in order to let the vocal group have a moment to shine. Be sure to draw attention to how the instrumental 
accompaniment becomes a bit more flowing overall during this part to draw a contrast to the semi-percussive approach that occurs for most of the rest 
of the arrangement, especially in the winds. Crosby takes the lead back full-time at measure 89, with the choir emulating bell chimes before returning 
to the melody at measure 97. Things wrap up with some staggered pings in the woodwinds and brass, with a quick pizzicato from the strings to make 
for a clean, crisp ending.

This publication was prepared from Walter Sheet’s pencil score and the original set of parts used for the 1952 recording - this is not a transcription.

Doug DuBoff, Jeffrey Sultanof, Dylan Canterbury, and Rob DuBoff
 - November 2024

bing crosby series 



Above is the first page of Walter Sheets’ score for Sleigh Ride, completed on December 18, 1951
and recorded by Bing Crosby the following year.



Above is the first page of Jud Conlon’s vocal group score for Sleigh Ride.



Above is the first page of Bing Crosby’s part that he used for the 1952 recording session.
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